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MECHANICAL POLISHING 



Commissioner for Patents 
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Alexandria, VA 223 13-1450 

RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT 

Responsive to the action mailed August 13, 2004, applicant elects the invention of 
Group I, claims 1-24, drawn to a method and system for polishing. The election in response to 
restriction is made with traverse for reasons discussed below. 

Applicant further elects the invention of the species which uses an eddy current sensor. 
Applicant submits that claims 1-14, 16-23 and 25-31 read on this species. The election of 
species is made without traverse. 

With respect to the restriction, the Examiner argued that claims 25-31, drawn to a 
software product, should be classified in class 700, and that they have acquired a separate status 
in the art as shown by their classification. 

However, the Examiner's attention is directed to Note B(2) of class 700. For 
classification in class 700, there must be significant claim recitation of the data processing 
system or calculating computer and only nominal claim recitation of any external art 
environment. 

In claim 25, the data processing system in only nominally recited (e.g., the software 
product in the preamble), whereas the external environment is significant portion of the claim 
(e.g., that each data trace results from a separate scan of a sensor along a path across a substrate, 
and that rotation rates of the platen and carrier head are such that the plurality of paths are 
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substantially evenly radially distributed across the substrate). Thus, Applicant submits that 
claims 25-31 can properly be classified class in the class appropriate to the external device (see 
Note C of class 700). 

Please apply any charges or credits to Deposit Account No. 06-1050. 
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